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*The adminiſtration of. this ſervice not only 2 5 


plieth the want of the Saints, but 1s abundant 
i Ker 11 4 ent f unto. God. 


db 


\ HE words here rendered adminiſtration 
and ſervice are terms manifeſtly bor- 

rowed from the office of the prieſts 
under the Moſaic economy : the one ſignifying, 
the duty to be performed by them in the temple ; 
the other, their emi it. The Apoſtle there- 
fore, in de as well as in ſeveral other places, 


confiders charity under the notion of a ſacrifice. 


Thus, in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, he directs 
his converts 20 do good and to communicate; for 


with | ſuch "ſacrifices God is well pleaſed. And 


the uſe he makes of this allufion to the temple- 
ſervice, is, in this and the foregoing chapter, to 
exhort the Corinthians to a liberal contribution 
for the ſupport of the poor Chriſtians in Judza ; 
who, it ſhould feem were at this time, either 

| B 2 under 
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( 4) 
under ſome great calamity, or under the __ 
henſions and expectation of it. 

ST. Paul, who was in a peculiar manner the 
apoſtle of the Gentiles, could not but ſee how 
much it concerned him, that they ſhould, upon 
this occaſion, ſhew their zeal for the eh ion 
they were converted to, by their affection for 
their diſtreſſed brethren; and the more ſo, be- 
cauſe, as we may conjecture from what he ſays 
in Gal. ii. 10. he had engaged and paſſed his 
word for them, that they ſhould not be back- 
ward in ſo good a work. 

To this purpoſe we may ſee, that he 
uſe of the — art of perſuaſion, of which he 
was maſter in perfection. His ſeveral arguments, 
though excellent in their kind, muſt be omitted, 
as too many and too long to be inſiſted upon 
on this preſent occaſion. One thing only muſt 
be obſerved, which is the WE x turn he 

ves his whole diſcourſe : as if he was inform- 
ing them of the good diſpoſition and readineſs 
of others, as a thing which he hoped would be 
8050 Fs — to them, rather than di- 
ying himſelf to convince them of the 

rea ſonableneſs and neceſſity of ſuch a contribu- 
tion on their own parts. This would have be- 


trayed a too open diſtruſt of them; and there- 


* as if he meant * to impart his joy 0 
c 


({.4 ] 

the benevolent temper he found among the Ma- 
cedonians, and to give the Corinthians occaſion 
to rejoice with him, he adds, for as to the mini/- 
tring to the ſaints, it is ſuperfluous for me to 
write unto you, For I know the forwardneſs of 
your mind, for which I boaſt of you to them of 
Macedonia, that Achaia was ready a year ago. 

In which words, though he ſeems to expreſs 
a great confidence in them, yet we may not 
improbably conclude, he had ſome ſuſpicion, 
that their forwardneſs began to abate. He knew 
well, that the haſty zeal of new converts, when 


their affections were warmed by a moving diſ- | 


courſe, was ready to undertake great matters, 
which, when they were ſuffered to cool by time, 
they would not ſo eaſily be brought to perform. 
This being the caſe, the apoſtle had a nice affair 
to manage: on the one hand, to preſs them ef- 
fectually to a liberal contribution, and yet, at the 
ſame time, to ſhew no doubt or diſtruſt of their 


ready compliance. How admirably he has per- 


formed this taſk, they who attentively conſider 
what he ſays, will doubtleſs take a pleaſure in 
_ diſcovering. als 4 | 

Tas text is a part of one of thoſe many ar- 
guments which the apoſtle lays before the Co- 
rinthians upon this occaſion. It is drawn from 
the nature of charitable, actions, which do not, 


like 


- 
. 
\ 
{3 » 
2 
* 

* 

© 


. 
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like other expences, leſſen our ſtock, but by a 
particular bleſſing of providence, oreatly tend to 
the encreaſe of it. This he illuſtrates in this 
chapter by an elegant compariſon of what is be- 

b ſtowed in this way to /eed ſoum in the ground; 
which God, who miniftereth that very /eed to the 
ſower, ben he ſeeth it beſtowed according to 
his will, can and uſually does multiply to ſuch 
a degree, that the charitable giver has not only 
ſufficient to anſwer the common neceſſaries of 
life, not only bread to eat, but # enriched in 
every thing to all bountifulneſs : that is, has over 
and above wherewith to enjoy the comforts of 
life himſelf, and to impart his liberality to others: 
contrary to the opinion of worldly- minded men, 
who are apt to think, that doing a generous 
action, or giving bountifully to the neceſſitous, is 
depriving themſelves of the means of living, and 
bringing want and poverty to their own doors, 
though their garners are ſo full and plentecus 
with all manner of ſtore, that they are caſting 
about in their minds, 20 pull down their barns 
and build greater. | 
Wnar follows in the text That this bounti- 
fulneſs cauſeth zhank/givings to God, is either a 
reaſon given by the. apoſtle, why God's provi- 
dence is ſo much concerned to intereſt itſelf in 
this matter; or to ſhew the Corinthians what 

grounds 


(3) 
grounds they. had to hope, that God not only 
could, but would give a bleſſing to their charity; 
namely, becauſe the charity 'of men tends to 
promote the glory of God to implant juſt and 
right notions in mankind, of the mercy and 
goodneſs, and bounty of their great Creator ; 
and therefore he would never let ſuch men want 
the means of advancing his glory, which they 
and all chriſtians profeſs to have regard to. 

- NaTuRar reaſon, as well as revelation, teaches 
us, that every good and perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father of 
lights ; and will inform us, that all the powers 
and faculties of our minds and bodies, the en- 
dowments of nature and advantages of riches, 
whatever mankind has, by which one man can 
be Ming and ſerviceable to another, is the free 
git and bounty of God. That. men are of a 

ial, N Fi not of a wild, ſavage diſpo- 
ſition ; that they have a ſenſe and teeling of 
each others misfortunes, and a deſire of nd 
and leſſening their afflictions; that they find a 
pleaſure and latisfaction, when all about them are 
happy and contented is to be acknowledged as a 
diftinguiſhing mark of divine favour to mankind, 
and ought to be abundant by many rhank/oivings 
unto God, in providing ſo amply for the fecurity 


and e of life, by the mutual intercourſe 
of 


C8 ) 
of good offices; and the help and aſſiſtance 
which the author of our nature has ſecured, that 
the one ſhall receive from the other. 
Sr further. That there are 40 Reben 
inſtances of great and noble and beneficent ſpi- 
rits who ſeem wholly intent upon the good of 
others, and ſpend more thought and pains to 
ſerve the poor and diſtreſſed, than others uſually 
do in the purſuit of their own private advantages: 
who are not content with the common and ordi- 
dinary portions of relief, but are daily ſpent, and 
| ſpending themſelves in laying foundations, and 
endowing houſes of mercy for the reception, and 
as far as poſſible, for the removal of every ma- 
lady to which human nature is ſubject, is ſtill 
the effect of the divine bounty and 8 
and as ſuch ought, at all times, with the 
gratitude, to be acknowledged. And hover 
upon a flight view we may be apt to reſt in { 
cauſes, and not ſee how far God's hand is con- 
cerned in theſe matters, yet the voice of nature 
direQs the tongues of men, even of hypocrites, 
to thank God and their benefactors for the relief 
afforded them. And if our preſent circumſtan- 
ces were altered, and our own Gowels refreſbea, 
as the apoſtle ſpeaks in another caſe, by the 
charity and B77. oM of our fellow-ſervants, we 


did not, befides having a grateful fenſe of our 
obligation 


Fr cutes which he wrought;*te 


e 
Augen wie Vang acknowledge God alſo as 


the author, and firſt cauſe of our preſent com- 


fort, We karght] juſtly be thought guilty of the 
moſt brutiſh enſenfibUlity and miſuſe of our reaſon. 
Wokks of charity therefore are due, not only 
as 4 ſupply for the temporal wants! of the poor, 
but alſo as they may be inſtrumental to advance 
and promote religion in the hearts and con- 
ſciences of men, — abuntlant by many IS 
uno God: © 7 e τπ a OD nen i. 
Tar. fuch chafdtafg afhItance is to be Giews 
to the poor, "WE hivE'ndt Gifly/ the Gdviee and 
direction of the 'aþ6Mes 'of Jeſus Chriſt, but 
the example and command of our great Lund 
and Mafter himſelf. This was the conftant bu- 
fines of his life, which he executed with inde- 
fatigable diligence. He omitted no opportunity 
of, of. ding good either to the ' ſouls or bodies of 
to their Touls, by his möôſt excellent in“ 
ſruerkbae, kebroefg exhortatiotis and advibe: to 
their bodies, by Healing all nummer v „ elne, 
and all namer .of aiſeuſe; makin 72 avs 
4 walk,” rde blind tb Jer, the deaf s bear, and 
dolle 8 i ent. And theſe two methods of 
doing good were prope fly joined*tog#the?;” ſerv- 
tg to add à value to Kees The mirset. 
1dHl co diſpoſe 
e winde f hoſe WH&RtWRG de Mhof of 
C them, 


{tt we!) 
theme to Jifenythe, mote attentively to the dif 
Sof their, gracious, benefactor. . And the 
ions which. accompanied thoſe cures, 
made them the more valuable, ſince they wer 
thereby; ae mn 2 ule of. thoſe; fa- 
cultigsapf received inia 
an. mpg DT; you can there be want» 
ing any, arguments? Or rather, is it not the 
jr er happineſs and honour, . Which wealth 

and riches can procure, to be able to imitate ſo 
great a pattern of merey, in endeavouring to 
promote the welfare of their poorer brethren, 
both in the preſent and in a future ſtate? 
Ir is not indeed in the power of any, man to 
imitate out bleſſed. Lord in doing good, by 
working miracles in their behalf and for their 
relief; to * which, would be a piece of 
eſumption.; yet it is manifeſt 


— wi 


( rr ) 

wendy 7 with in the one caſt the 
eanſed ; and in the ather, air ae 

— — bed and wall; Au 
the rich — catinot;' as he did, cure 
with à word, he may, if he has but will, give. 
medicing t heal their fickneſs, and can . 
affided with ſuch neceſſaries as may contribute 
much, n or to their com- 
fort and ſupport. O > vill onthe; e © 1 
Turns is, God knows, a great deal of wretch- 
ee the” world, more than can eaſily be 
thought of, of even imagined by thoſe who fall 
not in the way to ſee and obleive it. - The ſen- 
ſual and voluptuous are ſo taken up with pro- 
viding fot their luxury and pleaſures, or ſo wrap- 
ped up in a ſenſe of their on independence, that 


they have neither an ear to hear the cry, nor a 
hand to relieve the wants of à begging Lazarus 
at their gates. The men of buſineſs are'fo im- 
merſed with the cares and concerns of this life, 
that 


have no ſeiſure to attend to che afflie- 
tions, are to be found among their bre- 
thren, that are in the word. 
Bur could we p "either or both hats 
ſorts of mem Make to thentſchves à leiſure 
hour, and to walk bur Hoſſ pitals; and 
thete tale 4 w/ of Welfen Gbiecks of 
diſtreſs — —— 
6 ole 


({ wa ) 
thigſeiwalls, it would he inſtead of a thouſand 
argylinents. tow awaken compaſſion and. beneve- 
Let them but attend tortherfalent teas 
helanguiſhing ſick, or hearken-/to:theJauder 
groans of the more acute - diſtempered, and 
theyytnult diveſt themſelves of humanity; if they 
did not find as much relief to their — 
werping with ther that werp, as ever they haut 
heretofore found, by rejoicing with them ihr db 

Nor can we ſuppoſe, while ſuch piti- 
able edle are before their eyes, but that 
every beholder w duld wWiſh it in his per, and 
be gad to exert that power, in nds to 
the relief of ſuch congregated miſery. Even 
pride, however diſdainful of others, would change 
its nature: and the vain rich man, - inſtead; of 
valuing himſelf on the elegance of his dreſs and 


<quipagey * bis being cloathed in purple and fine 


linen, 


and fring fumpiuonufly \vvery day, would 
reap more ſatisfaction band real pleaſure in acts 
of charity to the poor; and make it matter of 


glory to be found imitating bis bleſſed: Savigur, - 


that beſt friend to mankind, who wen? about, 
doing gz. ns 


sd rod 
Tuxxx are tos many, indeed, who ſcem ſa- 
licitous to avid ſuch * diſtrſs, and to 


keep as much as poſſible out of the wey of 


them; for fear, as we may imagine, of heine 
5 put 


( aa 0) 
pat. in- Mind of hat de ſpicable materials them- 


ſolves are made al, and hd ſoon the riabeſt and 
ſtrungeſt uf men may be reduced to the utmoſt 
miſelyyo hen God; with: In El dat h carrectf 
menifor: uber Imigquity, .and:chnſe thee! beauty to 
con/ulne away like A mot. But: ij. men would 
in arferivas hdur:nefle that, however ſtrong and 
but they arel at preſoygreberr fhirengt / ais nor 
the Redo ri raja 

brougſit . to remember thoſe that 
Sailia ble to the. like 
aflietioal) and with cheatfulneſs oodtribuite ſuih 
eharitable relief to diltweſied ohjoſta, as theme 
ſelves raging to receivcl if under e 
diſtreſs. nl aon bas ; nen. 71; | 
2 Fox chariybis asien bar geen, the very 
Randard-of chriſtianity che hade by which the 
diſciples of Jeſus Chtiſt were to ſhe diſtinguiſhed 
from che vchole World beſides. Hence aroſe * 
turpt 12ingApiritokchagithy that in the very in- 
tanoyob the chuch VN ye een whole 
multitude: of believers, ſo that no one thought 
himſeit his own; but ſold and di- 
vided What he had in common For at nany 
biiwere: 3 of lands or \ houſes, fold tbem, 
an brought thei pricor i of -the things: that wert 
oll, ani luis them at the apoſtle feet: and dife 
tri u müde to every man, Un as 
DIR UI he 


| ( 14 
he had need. n 
lagn e had founded clurches- in the 


Jon hin 
tainment — ae the . — man 
and weary traveller; and houſes erected for the 
ee and pr af the ſick and diſeaſed poor. 


Aſylums unknown, I believe, till {ct on, foot by: 


1@x3tatt: £1 longs en 
| confolnrations give 
call . attention tothe. excellent chariy.ws! 
are no aſſembled together; to cc’ end 


( #4) 
ohcouriged and largely contributed to by many 
of ' the firſt perſona — families in the King 
demand which; we truſt, will a Ways deſerve a 
continvanes of their generous Aſiſtance “ And 
enen. pun ee eee e 
BU when'we confider who theft perſons are, 
for whoſe: more immedfate relief this Hefpital 
was founded, ah and fubturer and ſailor" i 
the merchant's ' ond their tic and fas 
»ities, though to th&bxdufion of none whoſe 
diſtempers and caſtaltieb require 4Miſlanice, and 
uthoſe eircumſtances entitle them toit, we miift 
naturally expect, and it has been and always 
will be the cafe, that its chief and main ſupport 
moſt ariſe from the wealth and riches, and libe- 
rality of this great commercial city. The flou- 
riſhing condition of 'this metropolis: — — 
upon the i and labour of he poor me- 
chanie and the hardy ſailor. Theſe are the ne- 
inſtruments of trade, without whoſe hands 
all bufinefs muſt be at a Rand, und bur ſhips 
_ remain uſcleſs in harbour. And yet few, very 
ew of theſe uſeful people hive it in their power, 
from dein Fanty wages and ſmall earnings, to 
hy up i ſdore the: day of calamity, or 
w make provifica for the time of ſickneſs. To 
whout Grevefore muſt they look for relief, when 
hs OE but to thoſe 


in 


(3 
in whoſe ſervice they have been em 


ployed, and 

perhaps, by their diligence in that ſervice, 
have contracted thoſe diſtempers, or met with 
thoſe accidents which now prevent them from 
their daily labour ? In ſuch times; they have nat 
only a right to aſk and ſolicit, not harely an ſor- 
dinary claim to the relief of the rich and great, 
but a kind of equitable demand — 
whoſe wealth and — aroſe — 
ſtreng th and induſtry. 5110 0. 0/7 nne 
E222 thi in (revs whothls 
Hoſpital, by the moſt eminent prelates of this 
churth ind ki ngdom, and its utility ſo thoroughly 
explained by Geer and now!'fo, wel undeilibod 
by all, that it would be impertinent in ge to 
enlarge further, or endeavour to-'excke your 
—— by arguments, Which have been 
already ſo ſtrongly enforced by preachers of aſo 
great learning and abilities. t is the misfar- 
tune of the poor, that they are: deꝑribed 9 
aſſiſtancte of a very great and ahl abvorate! af 
that order this day; — ſenſihle off 
own inabiliiy toĩappehr upon ſothkidgdenduicnet 
geneyrto perfurmithisdutꝝ in gway enfiranblt 
to — — — beat me, r 
ST 4 hors Ban aſs tad — 
258 J wh BjÞ 
e r 


n: my 


5 ( a7 ) | 
my own withes and inclination. I ſhall not 


therefore attempt to proceed further in this me- { 


thod, -but rather — you and entreat you, from 
the great ſucceſs this excellent charity has already 
met with, not ro be weary in 'well-doing'; to con- 
ſider what ſupplies the adminiſtration of this ſær- 
vice hath already given to the poor, and how by 

— it may be made 'to- abound ſtill 
more and more, 85 e . unto 
God, 5 

ins E had its Win about 8 6 
thirty years ago, by a contribution of a few-in= 
dividuals: and of what ſervice it has been to the 
community appears by thè numbers; more thari 
TWO HUNDRED ANDo!FORPY-POUR 
_ IFHOUSAND, he have been: relieved; iftom 
its comtrenebment 10 the preſent timeaiihe 
fruit of many years, it is truelyibutbyet, an,]. 
ber that muſt fill the heart of every co mpaſſion· 
ate man with a pleaſing aſtoni ſhment 30 and aduſe 
him td give praiſe to gtbat God, WhO faſbioneth 
tho hav N 'mon, agd-turneth them dolirherſbe par 
be will, fer inelining und diręcting dhem«[to:{d 
aſeful m deſigu, 1oic hoc 2g 
« Pxounhis:fguidaioundnis:miſtd:bya fewg 
this charitychas wicreaſed? tovtllocſthtain which 
— and ircjuioq ati? }Theduiddingas 
— Ren | 


according 


(ws ) 

accotding to the original plan: and one of the 
wings is furniſhed. and made uſe of for the re- 
ception of patients. And as each of the wards 
in this new addition was nearly as large as any 
in the centre, it was thought, from general cal- 
culation, there would be room enough for the 
admiſſion of as many patients, as would ordina- 
rily attend and apply for relief. But hen the 
ſmaller rooms in the houſe, which were only to 
be made uſe of till the wings could be raiſed, 
were laid aſide ; and the larger wards, too cloſely 
filled before, A of their numbers, a work 
highly uſeful for the more ſpeedy reſtoration of 
health, no more than twenty- eight beds could 
de added to the former. 

Tux reducing the numbers in che ſeveral 
apartments — to have had its deſired effect; 
and the expectation of thoſe worthy Governors, 
who gave their attention to this ſalutary ſcheme, 
and promoted the moſt part of it at their own 
private expence, has been greatly anſwered, The 
air, which before became putrid through the 
breath of ſo many, labouring under various dil- 
eaſes, crowded together in the ſame room, is 
now rendered wholeſome and pure; as much, 
or more {o, I believe, than is to * found in che 
ſick chambers of the poor, in their on private 
habitations, Great praiſe, many thanks are due 

| . to 


C7. l 
to tbem for their unwearied attendance upon this 
moſt uſeful improvement. 

Bur ſtill the great wiſh remains to be accom» 
pliſhed ; the receiving all who apply, whole 
caſes require aſſiſtance. And there is but little 
room to expect that the number of ſupplicants 
will decreaſe, whilſt the gain arifing from their 
daily labour is but very little, if at all advanced, 
and 4 price of * amoſt double Ls WRIST 
it was a few years fince. 

Ir is @ melancholy circumſtance for an bur 

mane mind to think, "ik any wretched fellow- 
creature, almoſt ſinking under the weight of his 
diſtemper, ſhould be Ti back, Pace 
perhaps, with extreme poverty, be. obliged to 
wait for -a future day of admiſſion, ve the 
carcaſe of the other wing is raiſed, and might 
ſoon be made ready and uſeful, It is a 1 
obſervation, that to prevent the growth of evil, 
it ſhould be ſtopt in the beginning: and the 
truth of this aphoriſm never more fully appears 
than in-the 1 of phyſic. A diſeaſe may 
be eaſily removed by proper medicines, ſkilfully 
given, at its firſt appearance, Which, if ſuffered 
to ſtrength by the delay of a few days, may 

e the art "of the moſt able phyſician. - | 
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IX was | remnbila@ by a learned Prelate; now 
with God, in his 2 preached befere the 
Governors of this charity, as a matter of ſome 
admiration, that ** a charitable building, called 
. "THE LONDON HOSPITAL, elofe'to your 

t own gates, and a receptacle for your "own 

© poor, ſhould be begun, and left unfitiſhed 
and incomplete.“ The anſwer, indeed, Was 
then and is ſtill too obvious. It is not owing to 
the will that it remains fo, but to the want of a 
ſufficient lund, that you are unable to perform 
all that could be wiſhed. Great additions, have 
however, been made ſince that time; and great 
ſervices hive been rendered to the poor; and to 
the publick; as the caſe even now ſtands. Near 
eleven thouſand poor objects have been relieved 
by your bounty within the laſt year: of which 
number, two thouſand and ſixty were admitted into 
the Hoſpital And, though it could not be expected, 
though the moſt ſahouinc expectation could not 
believe, that all of theſe ſhould recover of their 
ſeveral complaints, and be healed of all their ſores; 
yet of thoſe who died, many of them were re- 
_ ceived under ſuch terrible caſualties and accidents, 
or whoſe diſeaſes were 3 to ſuch an height, 


and ſome in the laſt ſtages of their diſtempers, 


. The Lord Biſhop-of Landaf (Dr. Ewer) in 1766. 
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that there could'be but little hopes of a cure; even 
at their admiſſion; and ſeventeen hundred and 
more were cured, and rendered ſerviceable again 
to the community, and a comfort and ſupport to 
their families. Thus far, therefore, you have rea- 
ſon to be glad at the ſucceſs of your work, which 
hath' proceeded of love; and there is room for re- 
joicing, that God hath given you ſuch ſucceſs; 
but cannot, conſidering the maxims of worldly 
prudence, venture to enereaſe your expences be- 
yond the bounds of what you may er 
expect to be made good. 

Tas certain income of this per ation 
amounts to little more than THIRTEEN 
HUNDRED / POUNDS A YEAR ; which, 
with the annual ſubſcriptions and benefaQtions 
of Governors, and the collection made at theſe 
anniverſary meetings, 1s all that could have been 
prudentially relied on to diſcharge the annual 
expence; which, the laſt year, aroſe to FOUR 
T HOUSAND' FIVE HUNDRED POUNDS, 
had you not been enabled by the charitable be- 
queſts of many deceaſed: friends to the Hoſpital, 
and of * one, among others, whoſe legacy ap- 
pears like Tabor among the mountains, to it pay 
off, and even extend your bounty, 


* Mr. Devereux Bowley gave, among other charitable lega- 
ets, Six Thouſand Pounds to this Ho — 


AND 
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Axp as God hath ſo far proſpered you, we 
truſt he will ſtill continue — blellung. You. 
have ſcen from a few grains caſt into the ground, 
the blades ſprung up, and the ear on the talk, 
and cannot but wiſh to ſee the full corn in the 
ear ripening unto harveſt, And ſurely, among 
the number of eminent merchants and great 
traders of this opulent city, many, whoſe names 
have not hitherto appeared in your Liſt of Go- 
vernors, might be induced, if properly applied 
to; and that they have not yet contributed, 
may be, becauſe not properly applied to, to be- 
came as chearful and liberal benefactors as any 
you have hitherte had. The charity wants their 
aſſiſtance, and ſurely it may be worth while to 
try your influence. You know, by happy ex- 
perience, what has been done this way; and 
deſpair not of prevailing on many others to aſſiſt 
in this word and labour of love, 0 

AND if the mountains can produce peace, the 
little bills alſo may bring much righteou/ne/s unto 
the peaple, If the great and wealthy can adorn the 
building ith cy fones, and of their abundance, 
eaft in their rich gifts unto the offerings of God, 
there are multitudes, who, though not in afflu- 
ent, yet in eaſy circumſtances, might give ſome» 
thing to 2 on the ſervice of this temple of 
charity, which, collectiyely conſidered, i 

gh ike 
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like ſmall ſtreams ifluing from different foun- | 
tains, ſoon form themſelves into a rr, and rhe 
river become à /ea. 
'  " FuxTurr, As there are many in this great 
Mart of trade, after having for years paſ ſpent 
their ſtrength, and ſtrained every finew to get 
riches and accumulate wealth for themſelves, fa- 
milies and dependants, who are now retiring from 
buſineſs, or at leaſt from the hurry of it; and are 
wiſely caſting up their accounts, to ſee how God 
has proſpered them in this world, that they may 
paſs their remaining time in fitting and preparing 
themſelves more ſeriouſly, perhaps, than till now, 
for that awful hour, when God ſhall call them 
to himſelf, where would be the harm for each 
of them to aſk himſelf this queſtion, hat ſhall 
J render unto the Lord, for all the benefits he 
hath done unto me? and make ſome proviſion 
for the poor, whom the ſolicitude of buſineſs, 
hath cauſed him either quite to overlook, or 
but very ſparingly relieve : he hungry, the naked, 
the fick and the priſoner, whom the Saviour of 
the world hath recommended to the care of thoſe 
who by divine ' providence are entruſted with 
riches. The poor are nearer relations, than what 
the great and noble are wont to think or allow ; 


brethren by nature, nay, brethren by blood, for 
God hath made of ume blood all nations of men: 
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ill nearer i by grace; the redeemed 
ones of Chriſt, children and N of one God. 


A charitable legacy 3 is not robbing a man 's fa- 


mily of a part of what hey think ſhould come 
wWholly to themſelves, wing a. diſtribution, of his 
fortune among ſuch of their relations, as they 


have.not been accuſtomed to on as x47 98" wa 


Bor here I would not be thought to ſay, that | 
this, or any of our beſt works, can claim or 
merit pardon at the hand of God, much leſs 


commute for a liſe of ſin and tranlgreſſion. No. 


Eternal life is the free gift of God, through the 


"Blood of Feſus Chrift,, which clanſeth 10 7 all 


in. But this 1 do, and this I mean to ſay, that 


by thus naling to oufſelves friends, —— 


e , ue: — we may hope more eafily 
bar of heaven, from the 
| , mouth, ; of, that.] udge, Who. has, declared, ithat 


the e we haye ſheyyn to the leaſt, the 


De eſt; of, his brethren, he will, confider.-as done 


unto. himſelf. 7 DE&3, vioarnza dhe Fil. Jud 
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will deliver. fim inithe;time, af meide. „Abe 
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Lord will 
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